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A safe and healthy working 
environment as a fundamental 
principle and right at work



ILO’s 
Declaration on 
Fundamental 
Principles and 
Rights at Work



The fifth pillar 
of Fundamental 
Principles and 
Rights at Work

5 Fundamental Principles & Rights at Work

• Freedom of association and the right to collective bargaining

• Elimination of forced and compulsory labour

• Elimination of discrimination in the workplace

• Abolition of child labour

• A safe and healthy working environment



List of key ILO 
Occupational 
safety and 
health 
Conventions



The state of the 
art of 
ratification of 
OSH 
Conventions

(Distribution of Member States that have ratified the fundamental OSH Conventions: 

Source ILO, 2023)

Source: Institute of Employment Rights. International health and safety standards 

after Brexit (IER, 2020)



The state of the 
art of national 
OSH 
programmes

(Overview of Member States with a national OSH policy: Source ILO, 2023)

Still a very long way ahead



IOSH narrative



Our knowledge 
hub

https://iosh.com/about-iosh/our-influence/workplace-

health-and-safety-is-a-fundamental-human-right/ 

• Articles, videos, online content, presentations

• Position statement and resources

• Position notes, workers, employers, OSH professionals, 

public policy…

• FAQs

https://iosh.com/about-iosh/our-influence/workplace-health-and-safety-is-a-fundamental-human-right/
https://iosh.com/about-iosh/our-influence/workplace-health-and-safety-is-a-fundamental-human-right/


List of available 
resources from 
the ILO

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/safety-and-health-at-work/events-training/events-

meetings/safeday2023/lang--en/index.htm 

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/safety-and-health-at-work/events-training/events-meetings/safeday2023/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/safety-and-health-at-work/events-training/events-meetings/safeday2023/lang--en/index.htm
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